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Why is it important ?

ά!ǎ ǿŜ ǇŜŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ǿŜ ς
you and I, and our government ςmust 
avoid the impulse to live only for today, 
plundering, for our own ease and 
convenience, the precious resources of 
ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦ ά
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President Dwight D Eisenhower ςFarewell address, 1961



Χ ǇƭǳƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ 
resources of tomorrow ? 
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Open cast mine. Hambach Germany



Demand for fossil fuels
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The age of Fossil Fuels
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Adapted from: N. Lechner "Heating, Cooling,Lighting", John Wiley & Sons
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Today
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Polar bears taking it easy as they await the impact of global warming

Posted by Eric Mangin City Focus, Editorial

http://www.citycaucus.com/about
http://www.citycaucus.com/cityfocus/index
http://www.citycaucus.com/editorial/index


Two broad issues
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Resource depletion       Global warming
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Every night after 
7pm, fifty 20-ton 
containers of 
compacted waste 
are transported  
to the Vissershok 
landfill site.



The tipping point ?
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We need the earth to survive ς

the earth does not need us

Anna Cowen
Meshfield Sustainable Innovation
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ά²Ŝ are doomed to achieve 
sustainability one way or another, 
at some level of comfort or 
discomfort, by choice or by nature's 
decisive handΦέ

Alan Atkisson ςά.ŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ /ŀǎǎŀƴŘǊŀέ



Å1992 ςU.N. "Earth Summit" meeting in Rio de 
Janeiro (International Environmental Treaty aimed at reducing 

greenhouse gases to combat global warming)

Å1993 ςDavid Gottfried founded U.S. GBC

Å1997 ςCOP-3, The Kyoto Protocol on Climate 
Change (Legally binding agreement to meet emissions targets by 

2012 relative to 1990)

Å1998 ςDavid Gottfried founded World GBC
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The symptoms

IncreasingŎƻǎǘ ƻŦ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ Χ 

worsening power quality & availability. 

Water shortage and waste disposal issues. 

Health and productivity of workers. 

Expenses of operating facilities.



Two broad issues
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Why are we in this mess?
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Relevance to the Building Industry?
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